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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to tine amendments filed on 4/22/2008. Claims 12 & 17 
were amended. No other claims have been amended, canceled, or newly presented. 
Accordingly, claims 12-21 are pending. 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
4/22/2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 12- 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schroder at al. (hereinafter Schroder) U.S. Patent No.: 7,107,329 B1 and further in 
view of Hanselmann U.S. Patent No.: 7,1 16,634 B1 . 

Regarding claim 12, Schroder discloses a method for managing 
configuration of a network in a management centre, said network having a 
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plurality of target objects (Cai» 1 lines 10-17; interconnected nodes), said 
method comprising: elaborating a model of the network to be managed (Figyrel- 
7 and Col. 3 lines 66- 13; system state information, open connections and 
processing tables); identifying a plurality of target objects to be configured in 
the network (Figures 1- ? Col. 3 Hoes 66" 13; mterconnected nodes and 
routers); validating the changes to be made upon configuration of said plurality 
of target objects (Figure 3 Col. 4 lines 23-30; new software taking over for 
old); and configuring each of said target routers (Figures 3 & 7 and Col. 4 lines 
14-30 & Col. 5 lines 2-6 & 14-16). 

However, Schroder remains silent on the specific teachings of finding a 
configuration sequence of target routers associated with said target objects that 
provides continuous connectivity to said management centre. 

In the same field of endeavor, Hanselmann discloses finding a 
configuration sequence of target routers associated with said target objects that 
provides continuous connectivity to said management centre (Figures 1- 4 and 
Abstract; active and standby routers and host/server). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the 
networking art to modify or incorporate Hanselmann's teachings of continuous 
transmission of data between router and host with the teachings of Schroder to 
provide for a more reliable connection between router and host during 
transmission. 



Application/Control Number: 10/500,992 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2151 

Regarding claim 13, Schroder-Hanselmann further discloses wherein 
said model is based on the CIM (Common Information Model) schema 
(Schroder- Figures 3-4 & 6-7 and Col. 2 lines 42-47 & Col. 4 lines 11-13; 
SNMP/MIB read on this limitation). 

One of ordinary skill in the art would modify the teachings of Schroder 
with Hanselmann for the same reasons indicated in claim 12. 

Regarding claim 14, Schroder-Hanselmann further discloses wherein 
said identification step includes identifying direct target objects and indirect target 
objects (Schroder- Figure 7 and Col. 5 Ones 37-38; reads on this limitation 
with listener and direct, connections). 

One of ordinary skill in the art would modify the teachings of Schroder 
with Hanselmann for the same reasons indicated in claim 12. 

Regarding claim 15, Schroder-Hanselmann further discloses wherein 
said validation step includes checking the compliance of the changes to be made 
upon configuration with a predetermined set of rules (Schroder- Figures 1A-2 
and CoL 4 lines 11-13; SNMP/MIB, BGP and routing tables read on this 
limitation). 

One of ordinary skill in the art would modify the teachings of Schroder 
with Hanselmann for the same reasons indicated in claim 12. 

Regarding claim 16, Schroder-Hanselmann further discloses wherein 
said network is an IP based mobile access network (Schroder- Col. 1 lines 10- 
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16 a rm&B 59-60 & Col 4 lines 43-45 Col, 5 Urns 7-10; reads on this 
limitation with TCP/IP). 

One of ordinary sl<ill in tine art would modify tine teacliings of Schroder 
with Hanselmann fortlie same reasons indicated in claim 12. 

Claims 17-21 list all the same elements as claims 12-16, therefore the 
rejections and rationale used for claims 12-16 apply equally as well to claims 
17-21. 

Examiner Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and 
are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages 
and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in 
preparing responses, to fully consider the references in its entirety as potentially 
teaching of all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the 
passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the examiner. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 12- 21 have been considered but 

are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MACEEH ANWAR! whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7591 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-5:00 
PM ES. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Vaughn can be reached on 571-272-3922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

M.A. 



/Hassan Phillips/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2151 



